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Dialogue topic
The Problem of Understanding on Cultural Diversity and Modernity

Speakers

Prof. Dr. Su Guoxun (Professor, Institute of Sociology, CASS)

Prof. Dr. Hans-Georg Soeffner (Department of History and Sociology, Konstanz University, the
Chair of Board History and Analysis of Present Times, Goethe Institute)

Time: 15:30 — 17:30
Place: Reception Room, Institute of Sociology, CASS

Background

Modernity is going on a way of multi-modernities as multiculturalism has been a fact of the world
development. Some attempts have been done to go beyond the opposite dualism of Yes or No, in
participating to Modernity. Instead, we have to discuss the concept of modernity as such: There is
a European, an American, and an Asian concept of modernity, too. Mostly the historical
background is defining the specific meaning of modernity. The crucial question will be, whether
there are “universals™ of ethics. If there is not, what method and mechanism can make us cross

cultural understanding? Can world stopped in cultural diversity?

Key issues of the dialogue

1) We may find the fact that economic development is closely related to cultural background while
we discuss modernities issues of Europe, the United States, and Asia.

2) In a sense Dialogue is a kind of hermeneutic game. Whether the objective is set for method
ether subject set for the content. Anyway dialogue makes some connection between different
disciplines under some specific rules, and it is an important way to an understanding among
cultures.

3) What is an ideal state of our attempt?

Key Words
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Note



It is necessary to go beyond the discipline of sociology, even if it is a dialogue between two
sociologists. Secondly concepts and paradigms of sociology will be discussed in a way to open an
understanding of discipline outsiders.
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Dialogue Issue

Governance and Participation in the Globalization Trend



Speakers

Mr. Pierre Calame (General director of Foundation Charles Léopold Mayer for the Progress of
Humankind, Founding member of Alliance for a Responsible and United World )

Prof. Liu Shiding (Vice-director, professor, Department of Sociology, Beijing University)

Time: 5th April. 2004

Place: the Hengchuan Apartment, Beijing, C HINA

Keywords

Wealth movement, transnational cooperation, transnational organization, governance, participation,

globe citizen

Background

Wealth movement is a process composed of two parts, one of which is social production of
wealth and the other is social payment of wealth. Here the concept of wealth we discuss about is a
concept beyond the dimension of economics, which includes different forms of wealth such as
experience, time, money, knowledge, etc. Globalization has been a key word of 21st centaury, in
which the production and payment of wealth is going beyond the boundary of nation-state and
becoming a completely new phenomenon of this era. On the one hand, the production of wealth
has been a globalism process while transnational corporation is being a more and more powerful
element of world economic system. On the other hand, as new forms of world wealth payment the
effort of transnational organizations, such as foundation, NGO, etc. has broken a door to the
governance in a level of one globe. No doubt the governance and the participation of world

citizens is a hot issue of the era.
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Deux éléments majeurs sont a considérer: la mondialisation et le changement d’échelle des
problémes; la nécessaire redéfinition des relations entre 1’action publique et le marché. La
mondialisation ne se réduit pas a la globalisation économique. Elle recouvre I’ensemble des
interdépendances entre les sociétés, entre I’humanité et la biosphére. Il est vrai que 1’émergence
d’entreprises multinationales et leur place dans les échanges internationaux, a la fois principales
bénéficiaires de la libéralisation des échanges, est le signe le plus visible de la mondialisation,
mais ce n’est qu'un des aspects. L’ampleur et la nature des interdépendances appelle de nouvelle
régulation mondiale. De méme, des impasses des modéles actuels de développement nécessitent
d’engager de profondes mutations. Mais ni les grandes entreprises ni les Etats ont la volonté et la
capacité de mettre en place ces nouvelles régulations et d’engager ces mutations. Paradoxalement,
c’est donc aux simples citoyens, impuissants tant que chacun reste dans son coin, de s’organiser
pour le faire.

Regardons maintenant les relations entre 1’action publique et le marché. Aprés 1’échec
économique des régimes communistes, le néo-libéralisme, pendant la derniére décennie du 20e
siécle a semblé triompher. Il prétend tout transformer en marchandise mais c’est une folie y



compris de U point de vue économique. C’est pourquoi le mouvement que 1’on appelle en Europe
« altermondialiste » c’est a dire le mouvement de la solidarité civile qui s’est organisé a 1’échelle
mondiale pour promouvoir une autre mondialisation a pour slogan: «le monde n’est pas une
marchandise ». Cependant les oppositions traditionnelles entre services publics et biens marchands
doivent étre profondément revues. Je propose une nouvelle philosophie qui distingue quatre
catégories de biens : ceux qui se détruisent en se partageant,; ceux qui, comme les ressources
naturelles, se divisent en se partageant et sont en quantité¢ finie ; ceux qui se divisent en se
partageant et sont le fruit de I’ ingéniosité humaine; Ceux enfin, les plus importants pour 1’avenir,
qui se multiplient en se partageant comme la connaissance, I’expérience, le capital social ou
I’amour. C’est la société civile qui sera en mesure d’imposer progressivement cette nouvelle

vision économique.

Mais il reste a trouver les formes d’organisation de la société civile mondiale lui permettant
de prendre en charge des ambitions aussi grandes en concevant et en promouvant de véritables
alternatives. Pour notre part nous mettons en avant une nouvelle forme d’organisation: les

alliances citoyennes.
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The 29th Dialogue
Theme:
Museum and Cultural Represent and Protection

Speakers:

Aoki Tamotsu (The National Art Center, TOKYO)

Luo Honggaung (The Center of Cultural and Social Anthropology Study, CASS)
Public language: Japanese



Place: Pudao Book Store, Nanluogu Street, Beijing
Time: Sep. 2, 2012

Background: The museum is associated with the occurrence and development of
anthropology. It expresses a form of anthropological research achievements. During
colonial times, it was a way to show the colonialists’ own “soft power”. However,
with the requirements of the times, elite museology of the development of civil
society has become a way to express local cultural consciousness ---- the expression
from a single displaying to the diversification of the curve of change. What does this
mean? What is the “relationship™ as cultural anthropology says? The Dialogues will
be conducted with respect to the following four aspects.

First: the relationship between the museum and cultural expression:
1, a kind of the cultural re-presentation;
2, a point of view of scientism.

Second, the question of whether or not the cultural expression of the Museum is
under some sort of high power? If so, what is the current corresponding
anthropological thinking?

1, the intellectual hegemony;

2, issues of the other's interpretations and understandings.

Third, the diversity of today's museums
1, community museum;
2, intangible cultural heritages.

Fourth, the future prospect of the museum
1, the virtual (digital) museum;
2, interactive and mutual cultural expression and understanding;
3, let the indigenous “culture owners” have the rights of interpretation,
explanation and introduction
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