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Cyber Society and the Stratification of Human Society: Structural
Transformation or Reproduction? — An Analysis Based on CGSS 2010
CHENG Shi-qiang
(School of Sociology and Population Studies, People’s University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: A major social change is the rise of cyber society. It is stratified based on the possession of resources,
which turns out to be an important indication of social hierarchy. Through the analysis of CGSS 2010, conclusion
is drawn that co-relation exists between cyber and human societies, and structural reproduction is the main feature.
Those who are dominant characters in human society possess more and advantageous resources in cyber society than
those who belong to the inferior group in human society. Each individual’s status in cyber society is affected by his or
her socio-economic status or even by his or her senior generations’ in the real world, so that the phenomenon occurs
that inter-generational and trans-generational reconstruction of social status in human society has been transferred
to cyber society.

Keywords: cyber society; social change; social stratification; social stratification of cyber society; cyber resources;

structural reproduction
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